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Abstract

Two warm-water fish species, Eleotris fusca (Bloch and Schneider, 1801) and Sicyopterus
japonicus (Tanaka, 1909), and three warm-water decapod crustacean species, Macrobrachium
formosense Bate, 1868, M. japonicum (De Haan, 1849), and Varuna sp., were collected from a
river in Iwaki, Fukushima Prefecture, Japan. The occurrence of E. fusca represents a new record
from the prefecture and the northernmost record for the species. It is likely that M. japonicum
overwintered, but the other four species probably dispersed from the south via ocean currents. In
recent years, the range of many species has been extending northward due to global warming
and thermal discharge. To understand changes in the distribution and habitat of these aquatic
animal species, it is necessary to continue monitoring the occurrence of warm-water aquatic
animals in coastal areas and rivers in the prefecture.

Key words: colonization; dispersion; drainage; Kuroshio Current; tidal area; water temperature
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Fig. 1. A, Eleotris fusca, KPM-NI 75160; B, Sicyopterus japonicus, KPM-NI 75162; C, Macrobrachium
formosense, KPM-NH 4633; D, Macrobrachium japonicum, KPM-NH 4634; E, Varuna sp., KPM-NH 4638.

Photographed by D. Uchida. Scale bars indicate 10 mm.
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