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A meso-bathypelagic isopod Anuropus bathypelagicus (Crustacea, Anuropidae) found from the
stomach contents of the black-footed albatross Phoebastria nigripes (Aves, Diomedeidae)
on the breeding colony in Japan
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Abstract

A female specimen of the meso-bathypelagic isopod, Anuropus bathypelagicus Menzies and Dow, 1958
(Crustacea, Isopoda, Anuropidae), was found in the regurgitated stomach contents of the black-footed
albatross, Phoebastria nigripes (Audubon, 1849) (Aves, Procellariiformes, Diomedeidae) on the breeding
colony of Hachijo-kojima Islet (33° 8' 1.661"N 139° 40' 43.295"E), Izu Islands, Japan. The morphological
characters of the specimen are in well agreement with the original and subsequent descriptions of A.
bathypelagicus. Judging from the condition of the isopod, it is thought that one day has passed since it was
consumed. This finding represents not only the first record of A. bathypelagicus from black-footed albatross
stomach contents, but also the first record of the genus Anuropus from seabird stomach contents in the
western North Pacific (including Japanese waters). The present study also suggests that the upwelling
currents may provide surface-feeding albatrosses with foraging opportunities for meso-bathypelagic animals.

Key words: albatross; Crustacea; food habit; Izu Islands; western North Pacific
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7 a7 7 R Y KU Phoebastria nigripes
(Audubon, 1849) (X XFX KU H - 7H v FUFEH)
IX TUCN O¥EMEIRSEIEAE (NT) ICHE SN DA
DI RIS Th D, ARFFEITER L, EZFT
N—=Y U TWERT T ARE . TV 2a— % VA
JIZHED (AT D EEIAT AR L AR
O S CEIES 2, H A OB T/ NGRS B E
B, FHREEE., REEREREICHD (&
#F 1981,1985; ACAP2010), 2014 ££{Z )\ /NG IS
TAROERNPYIO THEGB S AL, Lk, BH,

DkRE L TITH TV D (BAJ)ID 2023), 20
HAEIZBWTC, 7073 7R Y R O EREC
B2t 2R LUENEMIZ, 2EN 10cm OFRW
FscE 1 ER 338 R &7z (Fig. 1A),

AKEERORIEZRR I EZ A, AT
T AVIBEME ChH T, APV TV T A
J& Anuropus Beddard, 1886 (S:JIH - 47
V7 ANURD) X 10 FED DR B/ S IR FERET
7% (Boyko et al. 2024), Z D 9 B H AL
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bathypelagicus Menzies and Dow, 1958, % A ~A
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JEIAZ AR D UK R TN, MRS OE
WNEW G OFRERD & 5 (Hale 1952; Lincoln and
Jones 1973; Sivertsen and Holthuis 1980; Jansen
1981), A IO R, R HREY kD AT
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Fig. 1. A, regurgitated stomach content of the black-
footed albatross, Phoebastria nigripes (Audubon,
1849) on the breeding colony at Hachijo-kojima
Islet (photo taken by Y. Mori); B, Anuropus
bathypelagicus Menzies and Dow, 1958, immature
female, BL 106.9 mm (CMNH-ZC 2937), dorsal
view; C, same, ventral and right ventrolateral view
(photos taken by J. Okuno).
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2024 422 H 11 B, RO NN T
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ZEJHH Isopoda Latreille, 1816
A7V 7 5B Anuropidae Stebbing, 1893
FF 7Y 7 I Anuropus Beddard, 1886
Anuropus bathypelagicus Menzies and Dow, 1958
NFNTFF TV A
(Fig. 1)
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