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Distributional record of Hydrovatus Motschulsky, 1853 (Dytiscidae) from AKkita Prefecture,

Japan
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Abstract

Two species of the genus Hydrovatus Motschulsky, 1853— H. onigiri Watanabe & Bistrom, 2022 and H.
stridulus Bistrom, 1997—were collected from a pond in Nikaho City, Akita Prefecture, northern Honshu,
Japan. Two species were found sympatrically in a pond characterized by rich emergent vegetation and humic
bottom sediments. Their coexistence in this habitat, where exotic species such as Procambarus clarkii and
Micropterus nigricans were also observed, suggests that Hydrovatus populations in this pond are potentially
vulnerable. Continuous monitoring of the habitat is recommended for conservation purposes.
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Fig. 1. Hydrovatus onigiri Watanabe & Bistrom, 2022 (A, Dorsal view, Scale bar: 1 mm; B,
Prosternal process; C, View of penis apex).

Fig. 2. Hydrovatus stridulus Bistrom, 1997 (A, Dorsal view, Scale bar: 1 mm; B, Prosternal process;
C, View of penis apex).
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Fig. 3. Collection site on Akita Prefecture.
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